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OAA Members make Major Annual Contributions
to Ontario's Economy

First-ever Economic Impact Study of OAA's
1,000 innkeeper members

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO: for the first time ever, a thoroughly-researched
professional Economic Impact Study has been done of the impact of the Ontario
Accommodation Association's 1,000 innkeeper members on Ontario's economy. This
ground-breaking study was conducted and co-sponsored by the University of Guelph's
School of Hospitality and Tourism Management (HTM) in 2006. The Director of the
School is Dr. Marion Joppe. The main author of the Study was Dr. Chris Choi, a
professor at the HTM.

The Study reveals the major impact on Ontario's economy of OAA's innkeeper
members, which are primarily small and medium-sized properties such as inns, motels,
hotels, resorts, bed and breakfasts, and outfitter lodges. Here are the highlights:

OAA's innkeeper members contribute over $362 million in revenue to Ontario's
economy each year. Of this, over $196 million is contributed by smaller properties under
40 units, and over $166 million is contributed by larger properties over 40 units. This is
purely a supply-side contribution; spending by guests staying in member properties are
not factored into these impacts.

The association's members collectively contribute over $133 million in total
taxes (direct and indirect) to all three levels of government. Of this, almost $60 million is
federal taxes, over $51 million is provincial taxes to the Ontario government, and over
$22 million is taxes to the various municipalities.

OAA's innkeeper members contribute over $100 million in direct and indirect
labour income (wages, salaries, tips) across the province.

The association's members contribute over $263 million in direct and indirect
revenue to Ontario's Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

The results of this Economic Impact Study were also broken-out by region.
OAA's innkeeper members in Northern Ontario contribute over $66 million to

the economy.

OAA's members in Eastern Ontario contribute over $63 million to the economy.
Members in Central Ontario, including Toronto, contribute over $159 million to



the economy.
Members in Southwestern Ontario, including the Niagara Region, contribute

over $72 million.
"This Economic Impact Study is a first for OAA, and it will really help when we

represent our members' interests to government," said OAA President Bruce Gravel.
"The majority of Ontario's tourism businesses are small to medium-sized, and this study
shows the significant impact that the small and medium-sized innkeeper sector, which
OAA represents, has on Ontario's economy. These numbers show government that
there is much more to Ontario's accommodation sector than the large downtown urban
hotels. An annual contribution of over $362 million to Ontario's economy is hard to
ignore."

The statistics in this Study were obtained from a variety of professional
resources, including Statistics Canada, the research division of the Ontario Ministry of
Tourism, and OAA Allied Member PKF Consulting Inc. Operating results were also
obtained from over 140 OAA members, representing all sizes of property (small,
medium and large), both with and without foodservice, in all regions of Ontario. All
numbers quoted in the Study have been carefully researched and are defensible.

Copies of the entire Study are available by contacting the OAA office.
Founded in 1949, the Ontario Accommodation Association is Canada's largest

provincial non-profit association specializing in innkeepers. OAA has over 1,000
members across Ontario, totalling over 23,000 guest rooms. OAA provides 45 benefits
and services to its members, including representing them to government. 
For further information, contact:  
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Pido Road, Unit 2, R.R. 6, Peterborough, Ontario,  K9J 6X7    Phone: (705) 745-4982   
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